
 

 

April 28, 2021 

 

Dear Families, 

 

Re: Four Days Per Week of In-Person Instruction for the Remainder of the School Year; Five Days 

Per Week of In-Person Instruction Starting in August 

 

At last night’s meeting, the Bethel Park School Board passed a resolution officially committing to 

completing the 2020-2021 school year in the current educational model, which is four days per week of 

in-person instruction with asynchronous instruction provided on Fridays. The Board’s decree also 

commits to returning to the traditional five days per week in-person instructional model to begin the 

2021-2022 school year. 

 

Allegheny County remains in the substantial risk phase of community spread with school-aged children 

representing one of the fastest growing subgroups in infection rates. Bethel Park School District’s 

ongoing mitigation efforts, which include deep cleaning our facilities each Friday, have kept the virus 

from having an even greater impact on our students. 

 

Throughout the pandemic, the School District has consistently tried to balance its students’ academic 

needs against any health and safety risks they may face. The current model allows us an extra day to 

quarantine our ill students and staff and to more thoroughly clean each of our buildings. That has, in turn, 

led to fewer school closures and more in-person instructional opportunities for our students. The current 

model has also provided School District administrators with opportunities to meet with staff about a 

number of pressing issues without forcing them to miss valuable instructional time.  

 

As we continue to monitor our local health data, we remain optimistic that we will be able to return to 

full in-person instruction when we re-open our doors to students in August. That optimism is rooted in 

our expectation that in the coming months, many more Americans – including school-aged children – 

will have been vaccinated; which, in turn, will make in-person schooling significantly safer for all 

concerned. 

 

Finally, I would be remiss if I failed to acknowledge how sincerely appreciative the entire administrative 

team and School Board have been with the patience and commitment to safety the Bethel Park 

community has consistently demonstrated throughout the pandemic. Thank you once again to everyone 

for your understanding and your dedication to the health and well-being of our students and staff.              

 

Sincerely, 

 
James Walsh, Ed.D. 

Superintendent, Bethel Park School District 


